
 

 

Calling Jesus in Crisis 

 

Prison Fellowship, churches, 

ministries including CEF had the 

honor of being at an Angel Tree 

Christmas party.  Our part was 

to provide gospel face painting 

as one of the choices for the kids.  

The following scenario was 

repeated many times: 

A child would sit and listen to 

the gospel story while having 

their face painted.  Most children 

knew parts of the gospel. When 

given the opportunity to receive 

Christ, some children said they 

had already done that. The 

workers would ask, “Will you 

tell me about that?”  The 

children were often unable to 

answer or when they did answer 

it was:  
 

“I prayed when I was afraid, 

calling out to Jesus to help 

me.” 
 

“My parents were fighting, and I 

prayed for them to stop.” 
 

“I prayed for my sick 

grandma, and she got better.”  
 

Obviously, the children are  

misunderstanding what the 

 

 
 

salvation prayer is.  Here  

is what may be happening. 
 

     Children are the center of 

their universe not God.  They 

call out to God in a crisis.  If, 

in God’s plan, the result turns 

out how the child asks, they 

take positive answer to prayer 

as praying to receive Jesus as 

their Savior from sin.  

     The child prays every night 

for forgiveness of SINS, but 

they have not received Jesus 

as their Savior from SIN.  

Christ must be received first 

so that the children are being 

made alive with God’s Spirit 

dwelling in them. The 

religious activity of prayer 

alone is not salvation. 
     

Children are blinded to God’s 

truth of salvation.  They are 

so busy and distracted in life 

with the onslaught of video 

games, movies, sports, 

Internet, and incredibly busy 

schedules. Without Sunday 

school, kids are lacking the 

common teachings of the 

Bible.  
 

Will you pray for today’s 

children in crisis? 
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God Brings 

Understanding 
 

     On the center table stood a 

foot- high wooden cross with a 

picture of Jesus taped to it. As I 

began the gospel lesson, I was 

wearing around my neck a 

small, dark-colored sign 

labeled "sin.”   
 

     "I usually try to hide my 

sins so nobody knows how 

bad I am," I told the Good 

News Club kids.  "But today 

you can see my sin, even 

though I'd like to get rid of it."  
  

     Then I proceeded to try 

various ways to get rid of my 

sin:  flipping the sign over, 

shoving it into my pocket, and 

heading for the trash 

can.  Each time the students 

responded with, "No, it's still 

there!"  In desperation I asked, 

"Is there no way for me to be 

rid of my sin?” 
 

     After a few moments of 

silence one girl softly replied, 

"Jesus can take it away."  Then 

I walked to the cross and hung 

my "sin" around 

Jesus.  Looking up, I saw a boy 

leaning forward with horror-

filled eyes as he gasped, "But 

then all our sins are on Jesus.”  

Amen! 
 

From a Good News Club® Teacher   

 

 

 They call out to God in a crisis. If in God’s plan the 

result is how the child asks, they take that as having a 

relationship with Jesus. 



Your Resource 
 

           Vacation Bible School takes 

months and months of planning 

and preparation.  Perhaps you 

find it challenging to find the 

manpower needed to staff a VBS.  

By partnering with CEF, your 

church can conduct a fine 

program with limited resources. 

We will provide an hour-long 

teaching segment while you 

provide the crafts, games and 

refreshments.    
 

Neighborhood children need 

to be introduced to Christ. That 

can be challenging with your 

busy schedule and lack of time to 

prepare anything for them.  CEF 

can provide trained teen age 

summer missionaries to help you 

conduct your very own, week 

long 5-Day Club®. 
  

The Lending Library may be 

just the resource you need to find 

good teaching materials to use for 

children. Checking out visuals, 

songs, and lessons is free of 

charge and can be returned when 

finished with them. You can free 

up space at home instead of 

having to hoard boxes of lessons 

and books! Remember your CEF 

Resource! 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 
 

  For your information: 
 
 

 We now accept Pay Pal for donations. We also now have the 

capability to accept credit card for Resource Room purchases 
 

 
 

 2015 Memorials given in remembrance of loved ones: 
 

     Agnes Rehfeldt given by Gary and Juliet Heilman 
 

     Beth Dana given by Ann Davitt 
 

     Olga Abrahamson given by Glenn and Beverly Nunally 
 

     June Smeltzer given by Carol Carlson Sinnaeve 

         Carman Brattan given by Ralph and Connie Alba 

    Camila Wilburn given by Harlan and Kathleen Lutzow, Matthew  

Wilburn, and Donald Anderson 
 

 

 Winter Party Saturday January 30th beginning at 10:00 am for  

all teens and college young adults.   We will be announcing our 

summer schedules as well as “Breaking the ice.””  Come for   

some pizza and fun!   RSVP at 815 398-0302 and leave a message. 

 

December Ministry to Children  
 

            11 Good News Clubs               233 Children   2 Decisions          

    10 Christmas Parties             207 Children   3 Decisions 

      1 Angel Tree Christmas event    69 Children    3 Decisions 
 

Financial Information 
 

          Ministry Fund (General)           $7,198.00 

         Staff Support   $1,130.00 

          Summer and Misc.         37.00 

          Total given for December $8,365.00 
  

 

 

 

 
 

 

         

Praises and Prayer 
 

Praise God for the children who attended the Christmas parties! 
 

Praise the Lord for all of workers and teachers that gave of their time, 

talent, and treasure to help at the parties! 
 

Praise God for all of you who prayed for the Christmas parties! 

 

 

 

Pray for children to understand that salvation is not saying a prayer to God when in crisis. 
 

Pray for many young people to come out for the Winter Party on January 30th. 
 

Pray for God’s choice of summer missionaries to teach 5-Day Clubs in June and July. 
 

Pray that our Good News Club children will be faithful to the Lord inviting others to come to hear the gospel. 
 

Pray for effective outreach in all nine counties of Northwest Illinois.  

 

 


